ST FRUMENTIUS, B. C.                  [OCT. 27

to the king, who resided at Axuma, formerly one of the greatest cities in
the East, now a poor village in Abyssinia called Accum, filled with ruins
of stately edifices, and sumptuous obelisks which seem to have been funeral
monuments of the dead, though none of the inscriptions are now intelligible.1
The prince was charmed with the wit and sprightliness of the two boys,
took especial care of their education, and not long after made Edesius his
cup-bearer, and Frumentius, who was the elder, his treasurer and secretary
of state, entrusting him with all the public writings and accounts. They
lived in great honour with this prince, who on his death-bed thanked them
for their services, and in recompense gave them their liberty. After his
demise the queen, who was left regent for her eldest son, entreated them
to remain at court and assist her in the government of the state, wherein
she found their fidelity, abilities, and integrity her greatest support and
comfort. Frumentius had the principal management of affairs, and, desiring
to promote the faith of Christ in that kingdom, engaged several Christian
merchants who traded there to settle in the country, and procured them
great privileges and all the conveniences for their religious worship, and
by his own fervour and example strongly recommended the true religion
to the infidels. When the young king, whose name was Aizan, came to
age and took the reins of government into his own hands, the brothers
resigned their posts and, though he invited them to stay, Edesius went
back to Tyre, where he was afterwards ordained priest. But Frumentius,
having nothing so much at heart as the conversion of the whole nation,
took the route of Alexandria, and entreated the holy archbishop, St
Athanasius, to send some pastor to that country, ripe for a conversion to
the faith. St Athanasius called a synod of bishops, and by their unanimous
advice ordained Frumentius himself bishop of the Ethiopians, judging no
one more proper than himself to finish the work which he had begun.
Frumentius, vested with this sacred character, went back to Axuma, and
gained great numbers to the faith by discourses and miracles; for seldom
did any nation embrace Christianity with greater ardour or defend it
with greater courage. The Abyssinians honour him as the apostle of the
country of the Axumites, which is the most considerable part of their
empire. They also place among the saints the two kings Aizan, whom
they call Abreha and Sazan, whose name in their modern language is
Atzbeha. St Frumentius they call St Fremonat.

In every age from Christ down to this very time some new nations
have been added to the fold of Christ, as the annals of the church show;
and the apostasy of those that have forsaken the path of truth has been
repaired by fresh acquisitions. This is the work of the Most High; the
wonderful effect of all-powerful grace. It is owing to the divine blessing
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